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Abstract

Education has interdisciplinary characteristics in nature, which should be, and ought
to be interdisciplinary. The early development of educational research has retrieved
theories and training from some of the foundation disciplines, such as psychology,
sociology, philosophy, history, etc. Especially, in the 1960s, these foundation
disciplines were the key scholarship orientations for educational research at that time.
However, with the fragmentation of knowledge caused by the emerging barriers of
academic field “specialization”, the development of educational research encountered
obstacles. This article starts from personal learning experiences and narrates a journey
of academic inquiry that began without boundaries. The article illustrates how the
journey started from a department with loose boundaries in academic fields, and then
how it began to return to in-depth/personal education research through cross-border
experiences in work, academic research, and the natural intermingling and various
interdisciplinary settings in the 800-year-old University of Cambridge college system.
The article also uses gender education, multicultural education, and policy sociology
as three examples to demonstrate the interdisciplinary practice in the field of
educational studies. Then, it returns to the education scene to clarify the
misunderstanding and dilemma of interdisciplinary in Taiwan’s education sectors.
Finally, I use the Xperimental College’s new interdisciplinary attempts in higher
education at National Chengchi University as an example to shed light on future

possibilities.
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